Survival of motoneurons following axotomy is enhanced by lactation or by progesterone treatment.
It was shown previously that neuron loss induced by nerve transection in the hypoglossal and facial motor nuclei of female rats could be reduced by long-term testosterone treatment following axotomy. In the present study, it is reported that such neuron loss could also be attenuated by lactation-related hormones and by progesterone treatment following axotomy.